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TRAVEL NEWS

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL:

Are We There Yet?

A look at restrictions, vaccination and what this means for travel & tourism

BUSINESS TRAVELERS AND WANDERLUST TRAVELERS
ALIKE HAVE BEEN MUTTERING THESE WORDS:
“I HAVEN’T TRAVELED SINCE…”.

United States:
$766 billion

United Kingdom:
£148 billion

Germany:
€161 billion

IT IS NO WONDER THAT GOVERNMENT
AND INDUSTRY OFFICIALS ARE TRYING
TO FIGURE OUT THE BEST WAY POSSIBLE
TO REINVIGORATE INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL (AND IN SOME CASE APPEASE
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS).
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It’s a fact that the COVID-19 pandemic hit many sectors
hard and one of its worst hits was on the travel and tourism
sector. Nothing can illustrate this better than numbers:
Check out the losses incurred in the travel & tourism sector
by these countries in 2020
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TRAVEL NEWS

THE GOOD NEWS: TRAVEL BANS ARE EASING (QUITE A BIT!) AND WE
ARE STARTING TO HAVE A GLIMPSE OF LIFE AS WE ONCE KNEW IT.
THE BAD NEWS: IT MIGHT DIFFER FROM COUNTRY TO COUNTRY,
SO DO YOUR RESEARCH TO BE ON THE SAFE SIDE

As a very general overview, the situation kind of looks like this at the moment: Many countries are dropping domestic
COVID-19 bans and restrictions (with minor exceptions). Travel rules and regulations are still in effect, but easing.
Country-by-country travel restrictions are mainly reliant on vaccination passes and in some cases PCR tests.
In Europe, there is the EU Digital COVID Certificate (EUDCC), which allows restriction-free travel across all EU and EEA
countries following proof of vaccination and/or a negative PCR test (no older than 48 hours).

For example, Hungary has (to date) approved 8 vaccines while
other EU member states only accept the 4 vaccines that are
approved by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and those
vaccines are: Pfizer, Moderna, AstraZeneca and Janssen.
And there’s more: Having 1 dose is not like having 2 doses
and we’re not sure how the booster dose will come into play
here (more on that in our future newsletters). So for example,
the UK (who once had the “traffic light system” has now
systematically moved high-risk countries into 1 category)
imposes a 10-day self-isolation on anyone coming into the
country who has only received 1 vaccination shot (irrespective
of the country of origin). And of course they also have to
take the PCR test pre-departure, on day 2 and on day 8 (and
sometimes on day 5).

WE CANNOT DELVE INTO
THE SPECIFICS OF EVERY
COUNTRY, BUT SUFFICE TO
SAY THAT THE COMMON
DENOMINATOR HERE IS THAT
THERE IS GENERAL RELIEF IN
HAVING THE VACCINATION
PASSPORT AS IT DOES MEET
A BIG PART OF TRAVEL
REQUIREMENTS NOWADAYS,
BUT THE FACE OF TRAVEL
HAS CERTAINLY CHANGED.
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But this is not across the board. Ireland has lifted all
restrictions so travelers can enter the country regardless
of their vaccination status. Germany is allowing all
travelers in, regardless of their country of origin. Cyprus
has eliminated pre-departure tests for fully vaccinated
travelers. In the UK, Passenger Locator Forms (PLF) have
been simplified. So we say it again: Do your research.
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Travel information, restrictions and safety measures are still
being updated. Even if you’re vaccinated, it doesn’t mean
you don’t have to show a PCR test in some cases. And more
so, some countries require that you fill out a Passenger
Locator Form (PLF) as an incoming traveler. And this is not
to mention the rules and regulations within the country you
travel to (i.e. showing your vaccination passport upon entry
to leisure establishments, restaurants, etc.).
All in all, the travel outlook appears to be optimistic.
Airlines and other industry players are super enthusiastic
and believe that by Summer, travel will be back to prepandemic heights and that people are craving to spend
on experiences. According to BBC in an article published
February 1st, 2022, Ryan Air is planning to recruit 1000 new
pilots and 2000 new cabin crew. Expedia Group CEO Peter
Kern told Bloomberg that he forecasts “Summer 2022 will
be the busiest travel season ever.”

THE SILVER LINING IS THAT IN GENERAL
WE CAN TRAVEL AGAIN AND SEE OUR
FRIENDS, OUR FAMILIES AND THE MANY
WONDERS OF THE WORLD.
IT JUST TAKES A LITTLE MORE

“To travel is to live.”
Hans Christian Andersen
TRAVEL SAFE

Some interesting articles that will keep you up to date on travel:
• https://www.euronews.com/travel/2022/02/07/what-s-the-latest-on-european-travel-restrictions
• https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/march-2022-covid-19-travel-rules-of-eu-schengen-areacountries-explained/
Disclaimer: This article was originally written on November 1st 2021 and has been updated in March 2022. Some
information in this article may no longer be accurate by time of publication as travel information is regularly being
updated. Before traveling, contacting relevant authorities is still a must to make sure you have the latest information and
to maximize your chances of worry-free travel.
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PLANNING, THAT’S ALL.
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EUROPEAN DESTINATIONS WITH

the Least Travel Restrictions
ARE THERE ANY LEFT? WHAT WILL EUROPEAN TRAVEL LOOK LIKE THIS
SPRING & SUMMER SEASON 2022?
If you’re looking for the short answer, here it is: Some have lifted all restrictions while others have held on to some.
Even the unvaccinated can travel but must show other documents, such as negative PCR test. However, within the
country itself, a vaccination pass may be required to enter restaurants, museums or other places.

BUT CHIN UP EVERYONE!
IT’S NOT ALL DOOM, GLOOM AND MOUNTAINS OF PAPERWORK.
WE’VE COINED A FEW EUROPEAN DESTINATIONS THAT ARE A LITTLE
EASIER TO TRAVEL TO THAN OTHERS;

/ GOING PLACES WITH SIA / ISSUE 3 / MARCH 2022

CHECK THEM OUT
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1.0 DENMARK
All domestic COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted.
When traveling to Denmark, foreigners and non-residents
must present a negative PCR not older than 72 hours OR an
antigen test taken 48 hours prior to arrival.
Denmark still has a list of high-risk countries, so be sure to
check if you are traveling from one of them.

2.0 HUNGARY

3.0 NORWAY
Norway is connected to the EU Digital COVID
Certificate (EUDCC), which allows restriction-free
travel across all EU and EEA countries following
proof of vaccination and a negative COVID test.
Otherwise, Norway has removed all mandatory
testing requirements at its borders. Just make sure
to fill your online registration form prior to arrival
and to wear your mask in public spaces.
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Hungary is connected to the EU Digital COVID Certificate
(EUDCC), which allows restriction-free travel across all EU
and EEA countries following proof of vaccination and a
negative COVID test.
That being said, social distancing is no longer enforced
however people must wear face masks in hospitals, in
‘social institutions’ and on public transportation. Curfews
are no longer in effect and shops and service providers are
operating normally again. Just fill your Passenger Locator
Form (PLF) and you’re good to go!
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4.0 TURKEY
To travel to Turkey, you must show either a negative PCR
(not older than 72 hours) or an antigen test (not older
than 48 hours) or a vaccine pass. Upon arrival, you may
be checked for COVID symptoms, including temperature
checks and may be asked to take a random PCR test. Public
and hospitality services are open and mask restrictions still
apply.

5.0 ICELAND

Travel restrictions and updates are still in effect, nothing is
100% locked in,
SO KEEP CHECKING ON THE STATUS OF THE COUNTRY YOU
WISH TO TRAVEL TO.
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In late February 2022, Iceland lifted all domestic and
border restrictions, meaning that all passengers can
enter Iceland whether they are vaccinated or not.
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Finally, and because we care about you having
an enjoyable time whilst traveling
HERE ARE SIA’S TOP 3 TIPS FOR TRAVELING DURING THESE
CHALLENGING TIMES:

FLEXIBILITY IS KEY
Don’t lock in your travel plans but
rather make sure you can change
or cancel if need be (this entails
having a very clear understanding
of change and cancellation
policies with your airline and your
place of lodging).

KEEP A DIGITAL
AND HARD COPY OF
YOUR DOCUMENTS
(i.e. vaccination certificate,
PCR test, etc.) to avoid any
issues upon entry at your
destination country.

Given the everchanging rules and restrictions
managing a multi-country trip will be difficult in such times, so
better to stick to one or two countries in your upcoming trip.

Travel safe
Disclaimer: This article was originally written on November 5th 2021 and has been revisited in March 2022. Some
information in this article may no longer be accurate as travel information is regularly being updated. Before traveling,
contacting relevant authorities is still a must to make sure you have the latest information and to maximize your chances
of worry-free travel. Also remember the following for your upcoming travels:
- You need to make sure to remember what are the requirements to return to your home country (i.e. providing a new PCR
test that is not older than 72 hours)
- It’s important to note that wearing the mask is still mandatory in most indoor locations
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LIMIT YOUR GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE
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SIX INCREDIBLE NATURAL WONDERS

from Around the World

Spoiler: We couldn’t stop at SIX!

WONDER 1: something or someone that is very surprising, beautiful, amazing, etc. *
Starting with the definition of “wonder” was necessary because we are not here to challenge the various “Wonder of the
World” titles (natural, man-made, ...) nor the yearly editions of these. We simply want to share with you some dreamy,
natural, scenic and simply jaw-dropping wonders that we found to be…wait for it…out of this world!
We will be taking you on a journey across continents where you will be reminded of destinations that you were planning to
visit pre COVID-19 and where you may learn about new destinations to put on your bucket list.

Are you ready?
HERE ARE THE AWE-INSPIRING
DESTINATIONS WE’VE RETAINED:
1. AURORA BOREALIS
(THE NORWAY EDITION)
2. GREAT BARRIER REEF, AUSTRALIA
3. HA LONG BAY, VIETNAM
4. IGUAZU FALLS, BRAZIL-ARGENTINA
5. THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
7. THE BLUE GROTTO, ITALY

*According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary
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6. THE SAHARA DESERT, AFRICA
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The name itself is so beautiful, it makes you want to
discover everything about it! Aurora Borealis, also known
at The Northern Lights, is not an actual place but rather, a
phenomenon.
“On a very basic level, the phenomenon is quite simple to
explain. It is created from a collision between electrically
charged particles from the sun that enter the atmosphere
of the earth.”
www.visitnorway.com
So if you want to witness a theatrical sky, where lights come
together and dance in a beautiful choreography boasting
a color palette of green and blue as well as pink and violet,
then Aurora Borealis is for you. Though it can be seen from
many Nordic countries, research shows that Norway may be
the most ideal to witness this phenomenon.
“Tromso in northern Norway may be the best place to see
the northern lights. The city of Tromso, 350 kilometers
north of the Arctic Circle, is located on an island that is
connected to the mainland with tunnels and bridges. The
ideal period for watching the northern lights in the Tromso
region is from September to April.”
www.goworldtravel.com
For recommendations on where and when to experience the
Aurora Borealis in Norway, check out
WWW.NORWAY-LIGHTS.COM

• Composed of approximately 3000 individual
reef systems
• Made up of approximately 900 hundred islands
• Home to thousands of species of marine life and
amazing creatures
If that’s not enough, imagine this:
“The Great Barrier Reef is larger than the Great Wall
of China and the only living thing on earth visible
from space.”
www.greatbarrierreef.org
While you let that soak in, we want to remind you
that you can enjoy its numerous un-spoilt islands
and beaches while experiencing some pretty cool
activities, such as snorkeling, scuba diving, a
helicopter tour, a glass-bottomed boat tour, a swim
with dolphins, etc.
For recommendations on how to experience the
Great Barrier Reef, check out
WWW.GREATBARRIERREEF.ORG
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It’s quite difficult to put into words the magnitude
and splendor of the Great Barrier Reef ecosystem. So
instead of words, here are some numbers about the
Reef that will just blow your mind:
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If you’re looking for scenic and unscathed beauty with a
very interesting biodiversity, then Ha Long Bay should be
on your bucket list!
Located in Northeastern Vietnam and nearing the Chinese
border, this impressive area of 1,553 km² is composed
of approximately 2000 islets. These islets are rising
from a drowned bed of limestone and commanding a
majestic presence, like a Maestro commanding the stage,
surprising its visitors with its breathtaking beauty, including
spectacular elevations of greens and naturally formed
grottos.

ng
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Almost unspoiled, this area is like a sculpture chiseled by
nature.
To plan a trip to this extraordinary place, check out
WWW.VIETNAM-GUIDE.COM

“My poor Niagara …” That is what Eleonor Roosevelt
said when she saw Iguazu Falls.
Located on the border of Argentina and Brazil,
together they make up the largest waterfall in the
world. Poor Niagara indeed. Some went as far
as comparing Iguazu Falls to this popular falls’
destination (and others). Here’s a snippet of how
Iguazu fares next to Niagara:
IGUAZU

NIAGARA

HEIGHT

82 METERS

54 METERS

WIDTH

2700 METERS

945 METERS

www.iguazufalls.com
Though the falls are the main attraction, tourists tend
to forget that the falls are actually part of a national
park (two actually, one on the Brazilian side and one
on the Argentinian side). And if you needed more
reasons to visit this place, then listen to this:
Legend has it that a deity planned to marry a beautiful
woman named Naipí, who fled with her mortal lover
Tarobá in a canoe. In a fit of rage, the deity sliced the
river, creating the waterfalls and condemning the lovers
to an eternal fall.
If chasing waterfalls is your thing, then Iguazu is a
must-visit destination for you. To learn more or plan a
trip, check out WWW.IGUAZUFALLS.COM
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If your inner explorer is seeking to discover awe-inspiring
landscapes and incredible marine species, you may want
to consider these amazing islands. Imagine this: They are
located at the junction of not one, not two, but three ocean
currents and they house a fusion of amazing marine life not
likely to be found elsewhere. HOW AMAZING IS THAT?
The Galápagos Islands have been called “a living museum
and a showcase of evolution”. The volcanic activity that
produced these islands and that continues to shape them
today as well as their isolation from the rest of the world,
resulted in the unusual and rather extraordinary animal life
that is found on them, such as the land iguana and the giant
tortoise among many others.
FUN FACT:
The findings of uncommon marine life on these islands
inspired Charles Darwin’s Theory of Evolution by Natural
Selection after his visit in 1835. His publications were one
of the precursors that put the Galápagos Islands on tourists’
radar.
If you want to know how to reach these islands and explore
them fully, go to WWW.GALAPAGOSISLANDS.COM

When talking about the Sahara Desert, we’re not talking about
a typical destination; in a way it’s actually many destinations
as this desert covers most of Northern Africa.

Though not full of lush greenery and practically devoid of
human life, the Sahara Desert will take you in a different kind
of awe-filled adventure. Imagine beautiful areas of sand
that extend beyond what our eyes can see and which are
complimented with intricately sculpted dunes…It’s one of
those things that humbles us human beings and make us
realize the immensity of the world we live in.
Though some areas of the desert are off limits
(due mostly to political unrest in some of the countries where
the desert extends), just do your research and get yourself
ready for the trip and exploration of a lifetime.
ORANGE DUNES? CHECK!
STAR FILLED SKIES? CHECK!
CAMEL TREKKING? CHECK!
ARCHEOLOGICAL &PALEOETHOLOGICAL WONDERS? CHECK!
Planning a trip to the Sahara Desert is not easy; you
must be aware of the best times to go, of what is
considered appropriate clothing and of poisonous
plants among others.
TO RESEARCH A POTENTIAL TRIP TO THE SAHARA,
YOU MUST CONSULT DIFFERENT SITES AND YOUR
TRAVEL AGENT OF COURSE.

e
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FACT:
It extends over an area of 9,200,000 square kilometers and is
the world’s largest hot desert
(its size is comparable to that of the United States
of America). WOW!
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If you’re looking for something a little more accessible but that is equally mesmerizing, the Blue Grotto in Capri is the way to go.
The grotto is known for its ethereal blue hue that some have even called “the loveliest blue that can be imagined”. This
magical blue light is caused by the deflection of sunlight through the cave’s opening. And, as if this weren’t enough,
apparently the acoustics inside the cave are beautiful as well.
You can forever be part of this magical place by leaving a “GRAFITTI SIGNATURE” as visitors have done over centuries in
the Sala dei Nomi (“Room of names”), which is at the back of the grotto.
This grotto is no stranger in Italian history given that it was used as Emperor Tiberius’ personal swimming pool (despite that
swimming is not allowed in the grotto nowadays). Legend has it that the openings at the back of the caves may have been
pathways to the Emperor’s pleasure palaces.
Entering the grotto is no easy feat and certainly not for everyone; the entry is 2 meters wide and only 1 meter high at low
tide. Visitors are required to lie flat on the bottom of a rowboat to be able to enter.
In addition to the grotto, you can plan your trip in beautiful Capri and its surroundings. To know more about planning your
trip to the Blue Grotto, check out WWW.CAPRI.COM

WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING ABOUT THESE
WONDERFUL PLACES AS MUCH AS WE ENJOYED WRITING ABOUT THEM.
TO WRAP UP, WE LEAVE YOU WITH THIS THOUGHT:

Keep wondering, keep traveling
and keep learning
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DISCOVER THE BEAUTY OF

Ireland

& HAVE A WHALE OF A TIME*

*A typical Irish expression that means «a really good time»

When we think of Ireland, we tend to think of pubs, Guinness beer, Saint Patrick’s day and that infamous 3-leaved
shamrock (a young sprig, used to symbolize Ireland). But this little gem of a country is a lot more than that; in addition
to being the second largest island in Europe, being dubbed the “Emerald Isle” and having its Moher cliffs as backdrops
in famous movies such as Harry Potter and Princess Bride, Ireland boasts amazing landscapes, amazing people and
astonishing coastal scenery.
FOR OUR STOP IN IRELAND, WE DECIDED TO FOCUS ON DONEGAL AND WHEN YOU READ MORE ON IT BELOW,
YOU’LL UNDERSTAND WHY. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS IS A QUINTESSENTIAL PART OF IRELAND THAT DESERVES
SOME ATTENTION.

SHALL WE?

IRELAND HAS MORE TO OFFER
THAN GUINNESS BEER AND
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THAT LOVELY ACCENT
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Donegal – “The Coolest Place in the
World” – Lonely Planet
If you’re looking for breathtaking scenery that remains
unscathed, Ireland is the place to go. One place that is
increasingly on tourists’ radar is Donegal. It is mostly
attractive for its rugged beauty, its amazing white sand
beaches, spectacular cliffs and castles and of course,
so much history. Donegal is known for its accent, for its
handwoven tweed and of course the scenic views.

1

Dunfanaghy – A picturesque Donegal village

2

Buncrana – For the views

3

Malin Head – Ireland’s most northernly point

4

Fanad Head – One of the world’s most beautiful lighthouses

5

Bundoran – Donegal’s surfing haven

6

Portsalon Beach – The most beautiful beach in Donegal

7

The Wild Atlantic Way – A trip of breathtaking scenery

8

Slieve League – Amongst Europe’s largest cliffs

9

Mount Errigal – The tallest peak in Donegal

10

Glenveagh National Park – Ireland’s second largest park

https://www.irelandbeforeyoudie.com/top-10-best-things-to-do-in-donegal-ireland/

Circling back to Slieve League, the website “Discover Ireland”
suggest you do the following:
“Stand still and take in the awesome views of the Atlantic Ocean.”

WWW. DISCOVERIRELAND.IE

We can’t think of a better way to connect with nature, to be awed by its magnificence and to discover hidden
gems and keep learning about the world we live in.

Donegal, here we come!
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If you can give it the time it deserves, here are the top TEN
things to see & do in Donegal according to the website
“Ireland Before You Die”:
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AROUND THE WORLD IN ONE YEAR:

Travel Advice and Tips
BUCKLE UP FOR A ROUNDUP OF THE BEST DESTINATIONS TO VISIT EACH MONTH OF THE YEAR
Taking you around the world is not an easy feat. With so many glorious places to discover, the world truly keeps
proving to be a magical place. To get inspired for the best places to visit each month of the year, we decided to go
back to one of our favorite SIA calendars, a hard print edition published in 2017. It showcased a top destination for
each month and we wanted to share these destinations here again for those who didn’t get the chance to have that
calendar land on their desk.

True, it’s peak season in January in Thailand, but
there’s a good reason for that: the weather is warm
and sunny across the country. Moreover, you would
have skipped the craziness of Christmas and the New
Year and can simply enjoy the pleasures of both the
cities, the coast and the islands. Be ready to catch
those rainbows after short rain falls may occur, only to
go back out to the warm hugs of the sun.

February:
ALPS, AUSTRIA
It’s peak season for all ski enthusiasts (and snowshoers too!). If you are looking for the real winter
wonderland, the Austrian Alps will not disappoint.
Winter sports lovers and those simply craving snowfilled landscapes and breathtaking scenery while
sipping on a hot chocolate in a charming lodge or
cabin will find what they’re looking for. Make sure to
pack warm clothes and winter accessories.

March: CANARY
ISLANDS, SPAIN
For those needing a break from tourist-filled
destinations and looking for that sweet spot between
warm and fresh weather, then the Canary Islands are
for you during the month of March. The moderate
weather this time of year allows you to enjoy a swim
from 11a.m. to 4p.m. and a crisp fresh breeze in the
evening. Pack your swimsuit and a light sweater or
sweatshirt for those dreamy island nightcaps.

April:
MOROCCO
April is a great time to plan a trip to Morocco. The
weather is great for visitors to enjoy the outdoors and
sightseeing activities, including discovering the Sahara
Desert. And if you want to venture off the beaten
path, plan a day trip from colorful Marrakesh and go
on a hike past Berber villages in the Atlas Mountains,
which incidentally will still have snow on their peaks,
so dress accordingly! Enjoy Morocco in April, with its
comfortable temperatures coupled with magnificent
scenery; who can ask for better than that?!

May:
PERU
During this time, the rainy season is behind us,
the climate is dry and temperatures are especially
enjoyable with sunshine and clear blue skies. It’s also
that time right before the high season, where it’s not
overcrowded and where you can still reap the best that
Peru has to offer, abundant festivals, green mountains,
flowers in full bloom and more importantly you can plan
your trek on the Inca trail (but make sure to book ahead)!

June:
ICELAND
Did you ever watch a sunset and wish it would last
longer? Well you might just get that wish if you visit
Iceland in June. Apparently, it’s daylight for 24 hours
yet in the evening, it’s not as bright and the lighting has
been compared to a never ending sunset. So there you
go! Also, Summer officially begins in June for Icelanders
and you will see the locals in shorts and t-shirts, but
don’t get ahead of yourself, the average temperature is
9° (if you’re lucky it will go up sometimes). So packing
wise, you need to think of this as a multi-seasonal trip
and accordingly we advise that you bring those Summer
clothes along with your Winter thermals. #Truestory.
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January:
THAILAND
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Let us just start by saying that there is no bad
time to go to French Polynesia. If the opportunity
presents itself, just grab that sunscreen and go!
Now, if you’re a little more peculiar about your
travels, then yes, July is a pretty good time to visit
French Polynesia for its perfect temperatures.
Divers also enjoy excellent visibility.

August:
INDONESIA
If you’re looking for perfect weather in August,
Indonesia is the place to be. True, it’s in the midst
of the high season, but the beautiful white sandy
beaches and the volcanic peaks will make you forget
the crowds. Discover Bali or head to the volcanic
regions, what’s your preference? The great thing about
Indonesia in August is that you can discover all of the
country, from Bali, to Ubud to Sumatra. The weather
is great all around and amazing beaches, scenery and
overall discoveries await you!

September:
GEORGIA
Not a fan of Summer heat or humidity? Nor are
you a fan of cold winters? Then visiting Georgia in
September is perfect for you!
Tbilisi the capital awaits you for a stroll around this
beautiful capital, influenced by different architectural
styles. Let’s not forget that the Autumn harvest is at its
peak, so you can enjoy this country’s bounty. But pack
for different seasons as the weather is a bit on the
moody side and can change any second.

October:
ITALY
Perfetto in October! I mean really, who doesn’t love Italy
in the fall.
The mild weather allows you to walk around the
breathtaking cities of Italy without suffering from the
heat or humidity. Rome, Florence & Milan (or any other
gorgeous city) await you with their beautiful architecture
and breathtaking scenery. You’ll enjoy beautiful fall
foliage in places like Tuscany and the cool weather
along the Amalfi coast. Allora cosa pensi?

November:
VIETNAM
November is an ideal time to visit both the Northern
part of Vietnam for its history and culture and the
Southern parts for relaxation on the beach. So if it’s
adventure that you are seeking or that bit of exotic
beach/sunshine combo, then Vietnam awaits.

December:
GERMANY
A top destination in December for its Christmas
markets – the mother of all markets is Nuremberg, the
oldest one in Germany.
If you are looking for that warm and fuzzy feeling that
Christmas lights and stockings give you, then Germany
is the place for you in December. Having influenced the
Christmases of the Western world, Germany is filled
with Christmas markets at practically every corner in
December. Can you smell the ginger and dried fruits yet?
And if you’re lucky enough, you might just get a sleigh
ride too!

So fasten your seatbelts
and let’s Go Places!
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July:
FRENCH POLYNESIA
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7 GREAT TIPS TO IMPROVE

Your Travel Photography
Travel photography is a photography genre with probably the widest range of subjects and possibilities.
In many ways, travel photography is about capturing and sharing the world: its landscapes, cityscapes, nature,
colors, textures, people and cultures, landmarks and so much more. But this amazing ability to capture the
world’s magic doesn’t have to rest only with professional photographers; thanks to the amazing cameras we
now have on our smartphones, the world can be your muse too!
We scoured the internet to find the best advice professional photographers have and here are the unanimous
tips for you to keep discovering while being able to capture those fleeting moments. And we’re talking about
photography with a smartphone, so no fancy-schmancy equipment is required.
So let’s start capturing those fleeting moments in a memorable way!

For those “share-worthy” images, being prepared is best and by this we
mean it’s important to know where those photogenic areas and hidden
gems are. Of course, this entails a little research. So, before arriving to the
destination, scout out what are the places, landmarks, events and so forth.
Also, a rule of thumb most professional photographers swear by is “arrive
first, leave last”; lighting composition is a key aspect in photography and
there is no better light than dusk or dawn to capture the best shots, you
know the ones that will make you smile when you go through them later!

02

03

EXPLORE ANGLES & VIEWPOINTS
The beauty of having a smartphone is that its size and weight allow it to go
anywhere and consequently allows you to easily explore different ways to take
a photo: Climb up a tree, lie on the ground, take a top view and simply let your
creative juices guide you. Surprise yourself and your audience with unexpected
ways to showcase the expected! Take the same subject, landmark, landscape,
etc. from different angles and see what you like best; maybe the light will give
off a better result when the subject is taken from a different angle, maybe the
subject itself will look more flattering from a certain angle…

RULE OF THIRDS. LEARN IT. TRY IT. APPLY IT.
First, go ahead enable those gridlines. The rule of thirds is one of the
fundamental rules of photography; in a nutshell, it stipulates that the subject
(or key elements) of the photo should be off-center so that the image is
more balanced and interesting. That’s it.
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04

SHOOT IN PORTRAIT & LANDSCAPE,
AVOID SQUARE MODE
The idea here is to give you the widest range of possibilities to end up with the
best photo. Take the same photo using portrait and landscape and see what
captures your subject best. Avoid using square mode because it limits your
editing options; instead edit your portrait and landscape photos into a square
format if that’s what you want. The idea here is to give you more perspectives so
that you can have that perfect shot.

06

07

You know how you have this tendency to want to zoom in to get a closer look
when taking a photo, especially one of people, well don’t! You will offset the
pixel balance and end up with a poor quality photo. If you insist on having a
closer look, try moving closer yourself, that’s a surer way of capturing what you
want without compromising the quality of your photo.

BE MINDFUL OF THE BACKGROUND
We get it, we’re not professional photographers either, but nothing ruins a
perfectly good photo more than something ugly or intrusive in the background.
So, when testing light, perspective, mode or anything else, keep an eye out for
the background of your photo as well. Check for wires, garbage bins, hanging
objects, incoming traffic, etc. to simply make sure that you’re not bummed out
later that you didn’t pay more attention to that detail that will render your photo
“meh”.

PRACTICE. AND REMEMBER THE FIRST 6 RULES
The objective is probably not to become a professional travel photographer, but
let’s admit it, we all take pride when a photo surprises and comes out better than
expected. In light of this, why wait for the surprise? Instead, practice, keep in
mind these rules and most importantly, keep discovering the beauty of the world.

“Photography is a form of time travel.”
Neil Degrasse Tyson
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TRAVEL ENVY (& THE LIMITED BUDGET)

Syndrome

WE’RE NOT PROUD, BUT WE’VE ALL FELT TRAVEL ENVY AT ONE POINT OR ANOTHER
Even before the days of COVID-19, there were always some who traveled less than others and of
course there were some who never traveled at all. Consequently, travel envy became a familiar
feeling to those in the “no-travel / very little travel” rut. We’re here to tell you that it’s ok and that
there is a solution. To travel and to explore to your heart’s desire doesn’t necessarily require
a huge budget; all you need is to steer clear of expensive tourist destinations (which
inevitably become very expensive because of being in high demand).
Instead, you can embrace travel truly from an explorer’s point of view and allow
yourself to get awed and inspired by destinations that have never been on your
radar OR allow yourself to be pleasantly surprised by destinations that you
simply didn’t consider before.
So, we did a little research for you to uncover budget-friendly
countries that will allow you to embark on your trip without the
constant image of a budget sheet haunting you. Travel offers
one of the most gratifying experiences and no one should
miss out on it. So unchain yourself and get on that plane!
But before delving into our Top 10 List, remember
these TWO important travel tips since some of the
countries listed below are quite big, making just
the fact of inner transportation quite costly:

Tip #1:

Stick to 1 or 2 regions or cities. Visiting the entire country
will drain your budget.

Tip #2:
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Plan & book ahead to avoid hidden costs or surprises.
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NOW THAT OUR CONSCIENCE IS CLEAR, HERE’S OUR TOP 10 LIST OF
BUDGET-FRIENDLY COUNTRIES:

#1 REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA

orgia
e
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A country we rarely talk about, it sits on the edge of Asia &
Europe. The Republic of Georgia offers a rich history and
beautiful landscapes. Enjoy museums and historical sites
for nominal entrance fees and reel in the beauty of the
country: beautiful mountain ranges, the Black sea, and
ancient hilltop monasteries. In 2020, it became possible
to enter the Republic of Georgia without a visa and stay
for a year. Just saying!

#2 COLOMBIA

Colombia

Try to keep an open mind and not think of Pablo Escobar
(he died in 1993). Rather, think of gorgeous coastlines,
diving sites for diving enthusiasts, amazing beaches, the
start of the Andes mountain range, the Amazon rainforest
and numerous museums and historical sites. Let’s not forget
that the Columbian people are warm and that their culture is
vibrant and inviting.

Looking to trek the Himalayas? Seeking inspiration
in the capital of Kathmandu? Or simply pursuing a
spiritual journey? Either way, Nepal is for you. With its
kind-hearted people, Nepal will not only satisfy your
travel itch, it will change you for the better; at least
this is what those who traveled to Nepal have said.

Nepal
#4 ROMANIA

Romania

Whether it’s because you’re obsessed with Dracula
or because you’re seeking a European experience
while on a budget, Romania awaits. Enjoy sightseeing
in charming medieval towns, feasting your eyes on
beautiful greenery and landscapes and allowing your
taste buds to enjoy delicious and hearty food. What
more can you ask for?
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#5 CAPE VERDE
Not only does Cape Verde offer a warm climate and
amazing landscapes, it’s a dream for hiking and trekking
enthusiasts as well as those seeking great beaches and a
wide range of water sports activities. What else? Well, how
about kitesurfing, discovering a diversity of turtles, whale
watching and embracing a new culinary experience to get
you started. Tempted?

Cape Verde

#6 BOLIVIA
Do you know where the world’s highest lake exists? Well
it’s in Bolivia and it’s called Titicaca. And that’s just one of
the many amazing things to discover in Bolivia. How about
a bike tour on Death Road? Yes, you read that right. Grab
your courage and enjoy an exhilarating experience on one
of the world’s most dangerous roads. If you’re not looking
for an adrenaline rush, you can enjoy the largely untouched
Amazon and the country’s ethnical and natural diversity.

Bolivia

Some of the most gorgeous islands in the world are in
the Philippines and so are some of the most beautiful
beaches and diving sites. Moreover, this country boasts an
unspoiled coastline and a fascinating culture influenced
by its colonial history (Asian, Spanish & American). Oh
and did we mention the numerous rice terraces and the
delicious culinary experience that await you?

Philippines

#8 TURKEY
On the cusp of Asia and Europe, Turkey offers something
amazing for everyone: For those looking for a cultural
destination, for those looking for a beach destination, for
those looking for a nature/discovery destination and for those
looking for a culinary destination. Roman ruins, cave cities,
Mediterranean beaches and hustling bazaars await you in
Turkey.

Turkey
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#9 LAOS

Laos

You can not only go chasing waterfalls in Laos, you can also
enjoy a full day tubing experience along the Vang Vieng river,
go mountain climbing, kayaking or even hot air ballooning.
This little Southeast Asian country also has an interesting
architectural heritage from the French colonial era and many
Buddhist monasteries. Here’s a fun tip about Laos: Did you
know that the country’s natural forest extends on more than
70% of its land area?

#10 ALBANIA

SO YOU SEE, YOU CAN TRAVEL ON A BUDGET AND SATISFY
YOUR WANDERLUST.

HAPPY TRAVELS!
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Albania

This underrated European country has so much to
offer and we would suggest you get to it before it
becomes the next Croatia. Its unspoiled coastline, wellpreserved Ottoman-era tows, castles and archeological
sites will satisfy curious minds and history buffs alike.
And if you’re looking for something a little more beachy,
then the Albanian Riviera is not to be missed with its
long sandy & pebble beaches and turquoise waters.
There’s also the City of a Thousand Windows and so
much more to discover.
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THE ROUNDUP: THE BEST

Travel Experiences of 2022
Expedia is calling 2022 the year of the GOAT, or the “greatest of all trips.” Let that sink
in, so that you can start planning your GOAT!
In the past years travel restrictions had us finding alternatives to travel by going the
staycation route. But as Omicron cases are ebbing and as governments across the
world are easing both travel and sanitary restrictions, the travel industry is expecting
a significant reboot come Spring & Summer 2022.
We’ve done the research and compiled the top travel trends for you to consider this
year and to finally put an end to missing the good ol’ days of traveling.

READY?
THE CITY ROUTE

INCLUSIVE LUXURY
Restrictions across almost all aspects of life have left us
thirsty for the little pleasures…that well deserved massage,
a fine glass of wine enjoyed in sumptuous surroundings, a
gourmet meal eaten freely, an amazing view…Who doesn’t
want to feel pampered and taken care of in the wake of the
past couple of years? So sometimes, all one needs is that
all-inclusive resort where they don’t need to do an inkling of
planning, where they can just be. Indonesia, Spain, Mexico,
Kenya, Greece and so many more are homes to amazing
luxury resorts. So if budget is not an issue, go ahead and
book your holiday.
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Confinement has us missing roaming around freely
– anywhere. And yes, funny enough, many of us have
missed the hustle and bustle that comes with city life:
busy sidewalks, street musicians, high street shopping,
restaurants for all tastes and budgets, museums,
landmarks, etc. You get the picture. Cities are essentially
cultural hubs and doorways for exploration. What’s it gonna
be? Paris, London, New York, Buenos Aires, Tokyo…
Let’s cross that city off your bucket list!
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WELLNESS RETREATS
For some more than others, especially depending on the
field of work they are in, like medical staff, the past couple
of years have been not only challenging for managing
day-to-day life, they have also been emotionally and
psychologically draining. As such, for many, the ultimate
travel route is to embark on a wellness journey. Health
and immunity have taken on unprecedented priority in
our lives and the old adage that ‘an ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of cure’ has never resonated more. So
don’t put it off any longer…India, New Zealand, Germany,
Switzerland, Portugal and others have numerous wellness
retreats ready to welcome you and onboard you on a
journey that is beneficial for your body, mind and soul.

For nature enthusiasts, the progressive lift on travel
restrictions simply means that they can travel again,
feel that exhilarating liberation of being out in the
world and exploring its amazing marvels…The ones
we know and the ones off the beaten track. Imagine
the release of hiking to a mountain top, of sailing on
never-ending blue seas, of breathing air so crisp that
it makes your lungs jump with joy, of taking in the
unimaginable beauty of lush greenery or never ending
carpets of snow…Go ahead, close your eyes and just
imagine it. If it feels good now, think of how it will feel
when you get there!
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WANT TO READ MORE ON TRAVEL TRENDS AND GET YOUR TRAVEL APPETITE TO WHERE IT USED TO BE?

Check out these links:
1

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/15/travel/trends-spring-2022.html

2

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/01/21/the-biggest-2022-travel-trend-go-big-spend-big-onbucket-list-trips.html

3

https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/where-to-travel-best-destinations-2022/index.html

4

https://www.cntraveller.com/gallery/travel-trends

5

https://www.blacktomato.com/travel-trends/#main

Finally remember this, it’s the year of the GOAT
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so go big or go home!
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